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Variations of Church Power Are Considered in Their Connexion With the State of Learning and Philosophy, and
the Political History of Europe During That Period The doctrines of Christianity have been propagated in Asia,
Africa, and America, with equal zeal, both by the protestant and popish missionaries. But we cannot say the
same thing of the true spirit of the Gospel, or of the religious discipline and institutions that it recommends to
the observance of Christians; for it is an undeniable fact, that many of those whom the Romish missionaries
have persuaded to renounce their false gods are Christians only as far as an external profession and certain
religious ceremonies go; and that instead of departing from the superstitions of their ancestors, they observe
them still, though under a diCerent form. We have, indeed, pompous accounts of the mighty success with which
the ministry of the Jesuits has been attended among the barbarous and unenlightened nations; and the French
Jesuits in particular are said to have converted innumerable multitudes in the course of their missions. This
perhaps cannot be altogether denied, if we are to call those converts to Christianity who have received some
faint and superficial notions of the doctrines of the Gospel; for it is well known, that several congregations of
such Christians have been formed by the Jesuits in the East Indies, and more especially in the kingdoms of
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