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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Albanians are descendants of the ancient lllyrians, and their history can
be traced back to the Bronze Age in about 2000 B.C. Their name comes from the Albanoi tribe of Illyrians, and
their language forms its own branch of the Indo-European language phylum, a group also containing the
Slavic, Celtic, Germanic and Romance languages. The history of Albania is one of occupation, including periods
of administration or rule by Alexander the Great, the Roman Empire, the Byzantine Empire, and the Ottoman
Empire- the latter beginning in the 14th century and continuing until 1912. The modern borders of Albania were
drawn by the European powers during the First Balkan War in 1912, and excluded about half the former
Albanian lands and 3 million Albanians. Albania had a brief period of independence from 1912 until 1939, after
which it was occupied by the Italians. It was during this period that Ahmet Bey Zogu declared himself King Zog
. During World War I, the Germans replaced the Italians and a resistance movement began in the south under
the leadership of Enver Hoxha. Hoxha and his supporters took over the country in the aftermath of the war and
established a socialist republic. Foreigners were expelled and their assets nationalized, churches and mosques
were closed, and agriculture and industry were collectivized. Hoxha was a doctrinaire Stalinist who broke away
from Marshal Tito and Yugoslavia in 1948; from the Soviet Union in 1960, when Nikita Khrushchev abandoned
Stalinism; and from China in 1978, when China established diplomatic relations with the United States. All
outside economic assistance ended in 1978. From that time until his death in 1985, Hoxha made Albania one of
the most...
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