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the Subject of Highways; The Motor Vehicle Law of 1904, and All Other Constitutional and Statutory Provisions
Relating to Highways and Bridges; Wit The Highway Law of 1908 marks a new era in the development of the
highway system of the State of New York. It is a revision and codification of all general laws pertaining to the
construction and maintenance of highways and bridges, and the raising and expenditure of state, county and
town moneys therefor, and in any way relating to the use of and the rights of the public on such highways and
bridges, and the powers and duties of state, county and town o icers in respect thereto. But it does more than
revise and codify existing laws; it originates new methods of state and county administration of highway
a airs; it logically and e ectively unites centralization with local control and responsibility, on the one hand, by
creating a state commission with full power to aid, supervise and direct the local o icer in administering
highway a airs in his locality, and on the other, by preserving to the local o icer all his power and
responsibility in respect to local conditions and the expenditure of town and county funds; it outlines a
comprehensive system of trunk highways and provides for their construction at the sole expense of the state; it
abolishes the time-worn and ine ective labor system of taxation for the maintenance of town highways and
substitutes therefor a money tax to be levied by the board of...
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